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CHAPTER XIV.
The King'a Messencer.

A rotnute paased and the bedroom
door waa agaln aaaaaed Madame de
Varnier and Dr. Starva coavprf
hurried whlspera. the electric P.ght
abinlng full on my face about
restleaaly, but did not open my eyes.
Preeently th* woman seated herself at
my b*»daide Dr. Starva left the room,
the door being allgbtly ajar.

iid not realat the teroptation to
half open my eyes. Madame de Var¬
nier waa praylng fervently, regarding
a passlonat* ad *

croaa held before her eyea. A
tory knock at the door of the drawing-

>p«*nlng on th* corridor put an

abrupt end to theae devotiona. which
aeeaaed to me ao incongruoua. Sh*.
clasped her handa; ab* llsteoed. rigld
with ai lt may be Imagined that
I myself liatened. acarcwly lesa anx-

U waa tb*> conci*rge agaln.
"Her* i* the Engliahmac'a card. He

aaya he is a king'a m»ssenger. He
bringa important dlspatchea. He In-
elats

he muat non* the
theae diapatehea ln his handa to-
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bring Llm slea; It w*

v him an
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"W: :u?"
"Ca bea, I forbid it It Is

- I wai
ed the door

l
"If on awak-

lng sir Mortlmer wa :

vst let hlm
not be azeited more than nec*

.alr."
, "I fihall endeavor to follow your ln-

» rbes atlffly.
He stvt .-side. I could

'. what breathless anxiefy
the Bdraatan 'Am. Was
he aufflciently intlmate with Sir Mor-
time; .unce me lnatautly
aa an lmpostor?

he said gently.
;**Your Kx> <«::ency!"

The imniediate danger of dlacovery
waa ; »t leaat he had not de
tected the deceptlon so far. IW called
me agaln; he ahook my ahould*»r rc-

apectfully. I orx»ned my eyes.
at ia lt?" I demanded. bewlldered.

I am honifled to-day Wbaa 1 thlnk of
the facility that waa inlne tn playing
thia game of lntrlgue. 1 looked lan
guidly from Capt^ bo Madame
de Varnier. who had r^amwi h»r aeat
at the bedaide. The questlon waa ad
dresged to h
She took my hand. "This Is Captaln

Forbea, a king'a messeng^r. He bas
brought you diapatehea of
tai.f

"Ah, yes," I aald wearlly, and looked
Bt hlm with dull eyes.

"I am sorry to arouse you. sir."
Contempt for the man atruggled witb
reapect for hia offlce. "But my ordera
at the Forelgn Otfice were to glve you
¦theae papers at the earlieat possibla
moment. Tbe bualneas la urg*>nt. Maj
I suggeat that you read them atonca?'

My eyea unconaciously turned tr
Madame de Varnier for guidance. Sh<
atroked my hand gently.
"Do you not aee that he la in nc

epoditlon to be disturbed tonlght?*

ahe aaked indignantly.
For the first time Captaln Forbe*

v-' ated. Ha placad one aunburned
hand oa hts bre»*t aa lf to guard jcal-
eualy the dlspatchee he bore. That ha
ahould heaitate at all aeemed to m«

ible. But Captaln Foibea
a '* ai iaapla of that type of

Engli*hmaa «. >rma hia duty
wlth the stubhomnesa and obstinacy
of a faol as well aa a hero. Chanca
often detHrmlnea which of t).
charactera he shall aaaume. It is true
he had not tha remotest suspiclon that
I wa- Urr.er. Hut surely
he muat see that I was in the power of

v'.venturera.
All my fears reached a climax.

¦ looking steadily at b* a mo-

"Ycur ExcMtncy!** He Sald 0
"Your Excallency!"

ara:

.

I saw Starra grasp tho rerolr<»r con
taa || adaua de

Varn oal his
\ning glaaea. She real-
.<umi or
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¦ ore than
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«t not ba tm
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"I »va . hlm aa far aa

!. ha w»

aloaed behind th-
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to thla fj. .: analn I
They wrre ha*

.-. was alc
J fau the au

a lame.
I ahould have

anad» npoee.
I had jcone far ln my recklees v.

.¦ ;ng to
wam

lu imaK?
f aad

.reckle-
¦

true atata of I
taken h:in a |OOd quarter of «.

to grasp merely the farta. a-

ef them to l r-nly cor.
that I waa equally lnvolved with the

t ha w.

.nd that
own freo-

of the othera and r^rrain'.'
drag me .'.

for no atbar purpoae than reveng»\
No; .

dencas: <

man to ba made a eoafldaat at auch

H« 3 id re-
¦pact

I fortttad
composure, Lut baaaatb tl
roy two Lanri ^ld.

m a silk about
his neek he prodaced two

- 'Ijshed ttem in his hand a tno-
ment .ced the
the two ir. its sllk case. The
he beld toward r:.

"The Foroijcr. OflU e. sir. has lntru«t-
ed to me two dlapatcbes. v

are to place them ln your hands at the
.arliest opportuni?
dispatches I know to be of great im-
portanea. I shall therefore
tha preaent. unlaaa you demand it."

"No, no," I muttered hoarsely, ~I
cannot recelTe it now."
"Tken to-morrow, alr. I ahall ¦

flnd you in better health. Then I shall
glve yon the secoad diapatch. ThiB
one I leave with you now, and may I
auggest that you read it at your
earilest convenionce?"

I took refuge in ailence. I closed
my «ye« wearily.
"Bafuia I bid yotj good nlght, alr, I

thlnk lt rigct that you ahould know
tfeat your mother and aiater are in tbls
hotel. At the risk that you thlnk rue
lmpertlnent I dare to hope that your
raeetlng wlth them to morrow may be
free from any embarrassment or un-

happiaess."
He bowed stlffly and left the room.

I atared after hlm vaoantly.
The d'.spatvh ho, had left. gorgeoua'and brave wlt*. .1 rre*t a:.

tboaalng. lay passively in my hand.
And now a new dtlemma confronted

me. I waa aapaoaad to be under the
influenee of an opiate; they would not
aernple to tako fr<;ra me the diapatch.
To allow that mtght glre them auch in-
formatioa as would make their con-
aotraey. whafov»-r '.trf nature. the more

eTTectTre. To' reaTst Would tefl them
tbat I had boe-n felgning.

I mast blde tbe papera. But wb*re?
It waa a bare little charaber, my

beart aaak aa I notM bow bare.
I i*aped out of bed. Agaln I threw

epen th* abuttera. 1 could hear Capt.
Forbes apeaklng sternly. If he oould
but bold them balf a mlnnte!

ln th* garden below the marbla
baaln of a disueed fouatain at one*
caught my eyea.

I tore the corner of the envelope,
inserted my penknlfe to woight th*
packet. leaned over tbe balcony and
dropped lt.

It f*ll aquarely Into the baain among
the leavea and moas.
To regain th* room waa the work of

an inatant.
I heard Captain Forbes wtsh them

a cold good night, and Madame de
Varnier answer him mocklngly. Then
th* oedroora door waa opened and
Starva ahuffled into the room.
"Who waa that man?" I demanded

languidly, aad regarded hlm with 11st-
leaa eyea. my hand to my for*head.
H* akrugged ala shouldera, disdala-

tag to aaawer.
"He baa left som* papera her* by

aalstak*."
"Parhapa." I muttered lndifferently,

aad pr*t*nded to sleep.
I heard him movlng about the room

for *om* tlm* Madam* d* Varnier
and he whispered togetb*r. I felt so
little concerned aa to th* reanlt of thfa
search that I actually fell aaleep. The
atraln of the evening had exbauated

I * 'he search waa extend-
.d to me . » [ waa

ua of lt.

CHAPTER XV.
The Caatl* of Happlnea*.

"T .

Dr. Starva waa looklng down at m*
eas.

It waa not yet dawn. Hia Imr
than

II «u ln thia uncertain Mght It ap-
peare menara me.
And yet I we! * presen<-<
leaat they had not m.al* th«Mr eacape.

up at him with OOol aasur-
anco.
"A Ilght «lum-

you in th* sa

-saed rapidly A cert.iin d
~a! The

nlgbt la t wlih the
I pru-

denra
fhat I
oda wer* too groea; his

I be-
d I was a match for h

But 1 and
pltlad' 1
faacinated and wbnae tra;>

llod and
pray*d la 'th!
Aa I thought ' I was at

furlous and* m<c I waa -

to thlnk bow *ager I b;v '

he cold Dlan^ tms
For ber I ran ner I

I b* dlsgrared aud a I
waa her t;rati;...

aaa I cra
n.t I wa»

Ing the flame and I
oth*r woman.thla wa:
cra-a

itaau h
promine. not of ha-, !, but
of the }oy of dolng. of daring.

>.»ed my sjdrlta
buoyar.t Thr> little «

balf hii'.Oi ta the mut I.
from tha lahe, waa fresh and rl

lng la the tnorn'.ng dew. I
towera. brave lu soarlct and !
and I
dawn I followed
graveled rathv ic and stralght.

Jlng the .riirkling lawns.
eag*rly down at th.

t*red fountaln
eould ae* no I white
envelope. It was compl.
by the leaves.

I found lt impoaslble to n
little pac'r
h is and hei
ful an

and
frankly I was not

me.

A falnt breeae, cold with the snow
of th* mounta

f of the dawn thrilled mo
the placid

lake mlght be lashed lntc> fury. Tb«i
treos. now gently swaying. mlght be
bent aud brokeu by ti.
th* al it now the sky was
elear. Wl would
try U aaa. But beforo they dl.i
eome why ahould I uot enjoy the pres-
ent? I '. loor and
at*pped into the salon whore eoffee
and Madam* de Varnier awalted me.

She greeted me with vivaclty. But
I was not blind bo the eool glance that
meaaured. "The fool haa no suapic-
loaa," the eyes said. while the lips
asked how I had alept.
"Admliahly," I anawered gayly.

"And we rtr* to atart at once for your
Caataa of Happlneaa?'
"You have a aubllme falth to atdl

b*liev* It tbat?" ab* questloned mock¬
lngly aa she poured my coffee.
"Why not?" I cried mocklngly, in

my turn. "Ia It not happlneaa to be
with you, madam?"
"Pas dea banalltea, monaleur." she

replled with an impatleat gesture.
"But you really beltav* that th* ti're-
lonat Journ*y will repay you">"
"91nc* I am raaolved to hear your

secret. yes."
"Oh, ungracions!" She smlled at

me ruefully. "I tblak I prefar an ln
alncere eorapHm*nt to ba awkward
truth "

"Madam. lt ls not I who made tho
condition."

"Ab. you are a rery cautkraa fiiend,
aaonaleur."

*I genarally try to look before I
leap," I returned with corapoature.

I waa not unwilllng tbat ahe think it

cnrlosity tbat| accc->t
th* extraordlnary !.
so little 1 . She had
hlnted tbat we wore t
uae to each otber; but of tbia I waa

skeptical. I . livitatlon
precisely ln the apirlt in whlt b it w?f
gifen. It would be atocking f.
aay tbe leaat, to be a |
-\

aaFght here the opporfLalFy to play
the datectiTo But ahe and I haa
placed oureeiree beyood th* paie of
conTentloaali'v Klther distrusted the
other Aa arined truce-.that waa tha
word that | our relationa, and
aha had augvested that word.

Dr. StarVa *nteced.
"Ea route." he said gruffly. "Tha

carrlage la wV.Mng."
rt w«a very ^arly. acarcely past five.

The algbt aorter. droway-eyed and aul-
;en. took tm down on the elevator and
put our luggajce in the carriage. I
eonfaaa I breathed mora freely when
tha hotel waa aome mllea behind ua
aad wa had a*ea nelther Helena Brett
aor Captela r orbee.
Aa Madam* da Varnler had warned

aaa. tba Journey itseif waa k>ag aad
tlreeoose; gor did Madame de Vernier
*°d bar eompanloB exert themaelvaa
anuch to rel!«Te Ita moaotony.

It waa almoat dusk when shepouited
aut to me the pinaaclos of her eha-
taaa.
T*r the la«t hour the horsea had

beea atruggllng up a duaty road wind-
ing about th»» mountalnside. Foreats
of flr were oa elther sid»». From far
balow cama the impetuous murmur of
a stream. Hifh abore the foreata of
flr ttaag hc ¦ were herda of cattle.
We could hear the faint Jingle of the
eaw-bella. Only rarely had there boen
any t1»w tha clear and pure at-
mosphere to *¦ me that the altitude
muat be con- d^rable. But thia aylvan
arene augg»>- d nothlng of the horrors
ef a few dars ago. Th« mountains.
purple and ; k in the du»k, were too
far away
8ad *as a turn ln tho

road. Now w* had an unir
?'.ew of th* < hateau acrosa a arreen

vaajaa liRht ita t
and turrets seemed as unreal aad
ghoatly av f ibrlc.

At the ta waila a
tlny YllUc > the

aaa 1
earloua |
There wa- » UM of
high gabio
of them ¦ ra of
guaint at ^indows.
A wild

atreama af owa, fiung
r ta 1

lng t» .

lf to iwe d ita bas'
lng t:,» ry on the

made aa i
base and -tormy c

X a

"At last
I it prom-

"Th- l
the «¦. 11
antma*

¦' lf I say to
you." ahr>
of roxnan'"

I xlar.r.
ahaggy h<> waa i

j
to ita gla
mance I euRRcsta dla-
bnn>
Sh*

ahruff^.!
take
aaid tlw.

aa (ha

i. « whip; wa
¦

aaa of a wtt.
It waa too dark I

of th* 'iialnt
-«.

prouc

Ther

Waa Not Blind to the Cool
Glanca That Meaaurcd.

their «. «g heaped about the doora
and windaaaj.
Aa we passed, women and chlldren

Irappad ielighted courtesies, and the
aaen t .^k pipes from broadly grlnnlng
Bioutha aBd doffed their hata. Evi-
dentiy Madame de Varnler waa lored
by thia -iraple fblk.
"Tou teem to be very welcome," I

said air.iing, aurprised that the vll-
lagera fs,->uld hara greeted her M
dially Tou are the Lady Uountiful
to these slaapla paopla, I suppose."

8ha rmlled faiatly. "I hare been
here for two sunamera. I am the event
of tk* yw»r in their atupid lirea. 1 try
to brtaj them a little pleasure. When
I leax : Uke to think that they re-
aieaaber me with love."
Tbfo I ahould aot have aaid that

the glamoaaT of romanoe la always as-
aocla.ej wlth disbonor," I ventured
boldly.

"I <-r. see no ajgaaaoar ln tins ob-
ge," ahe replied, yawning.

tha cbateau la a part of the vll-
lage" 1 leraisted.

"lloi i eur!" aho eried passionately.
"Tou w( ary mo with sonseleas ques-
H

1 imiledj quietly. I wlshed Madame
de Varoier to know definitoly that lt
aapen d on her playing the part ol

lady Bountiful ajbatbar tho
arm.d truce waa to continue, ot
wht" ...as to bo opon warfare.

T?t tirned at as abrupt aasle from
the vi: i »> itroc-t. \V"e were entcrlng

e paasageway just wlde enough
for th- caniaac- It was tlanked oa

efther slde by th* houses of the vft-
lage; over th* areh. too. was a dwell-
lag. Suddenly w* emerged la a court-
yard large enough to permlt a aquad-
roa of cavalry to perform lta evolu-
tloaa. A low wall lacloaed it. We
draw up at the doorway. I waa wel-
eomed by Madame de Varnier wltb
exaggerated dafereoco. We we.e at
b*r Caatle of Happlneaa.

I felt the malncerity of tbe welcome.
They looked on me aa a puppet to
mov* only when they pullcd tha
strlnge. I saw. too. that I had not left
ta th* hotel at Titznau the character
of 8ir Mortimer Brett.
But b*for* th* next day waa paat I

mlned to know «nce for all th*
reasoa of thls deceptlon. 1 was de-
t*rmlned to put an end to thls farce.

CHAPTER XVI.
The Death-Maak Agaln.

Oaa doea not expect to flnd in
Swltterland grace and charm ln archi-
teeture. There ar* no historlc cha-
teaux worthy of a pilgrlmage. Thls
eaatle of Alterhoffen gava one the alm-
rl* lmpreaaloa of sbeer atrength. It
waa primltlv* and aavage and bare of

-iae to beauty aa lta foundor must
hav* been.
A rather squat tower of lmmense

aolidlty, the roof ateeply sloplng. the
wladows narrow and few. lt would
bave been commonplace and ugly ln
th* extreme had lt not been for three
smaller semlcircular towers placed at
each angle of the larger one. Tl
f*ct of this triangular-shaped I
with lta three supportlng towers. was
blxarre. but not unpleaslng. It pre-
parad one for an lnterlor unlque and
iatereatlng.
We passed beneatb tbe arched door-

wav s*vere and bare of ornament. Into
the great hall. At the left waa the
grand stalrway, the balustrades
masalve and dark with age. but ad-
mirably earvr aal of the
hall. on the right, a flre of logfl waa
blaiing brightiy. The ho<vi
Gotbic ln deplrn. was also of oak and
blackened with tho smoV
turie* \ ,'id of banners atood ¦
the foot of the stn - from

as a eartona aptra]
leading to the gallery that ran

the len^th of the room ahora.
red the bare walls an'

-pHro* bftwis>n t'
dowa that looked out

.

of tho French Ri

of gold and |
I eonld not repreaa a

aa I anta < ln an ln-

l and rallway tra;-. tn at-
.¦.¦

i may na-
I

Ione's self a r

aaked Madame de
-

"It
plled nieauii.i

of the child. |

that A v«

a lover's
aary. A:.

of the hero."
. had w!

.om i s as I v.

- the hai:
lng th* aarvaaC a

"A
ge.«ted hui:.

I aaaure you that lt is n

"l am afraid I mn
The darlng of the |

Inistic as
aould s< arcely ci |

"Monslear." she | st!y,
"I have alr» ady told you that l :

to bellevo you a ooward. Dn roa be-
ll*>*j lt yourself? You know you do
not. The taak I am to gfre you ¦
appall aay but the beart. It
requlres audacity, absoluto BBBBJ
and a clever brain. Hut I bell
you. You wil.
dln* ln half an bour."

Df ad stood wltb his
to the flre. He BBllad af'er

j lng. as I ascended the sfalrs:
"You will flnd. as I have sald. that

{ madam ls an admirable host. Hut if
the tuest ls to be quite happy h»-

1 accapt the diversions madam offBra
and wheu they are oltered."

It was not th* worda ao mucb a
tone that menaced. It emphasi?

j convictlon I already felt: Dr. Starva
did not welcome my comlng to the caa¬

tle. Aa I reached the gallery I saw
Madame de Varnier address bim al-
moat fieroely. I was not blind to his
sullen eoateaapt, though evidently tha
woman was the ruilng 8pirlt here.
Tha aulte allotted me waa at tl.

of a gloomy corridor. I throw apaa
on* of tho narrow windows. Tiio
nolsy stream below, beating fa
agalnst the walls, a afaaad tbe
voice of the servant as he aaked if ba
could be of asslstance to mo. I laofced
out. There waa a sheer drop of aome
50 f.
That fact vaguely tfaaaaaaattai me.

The words of i>r Starva were a jarring
note that aobered my excltement.
When I had dressed I waa almoat pre-
pared to flnd the masalve door of my
chamber locked or barred. I had on-
tered tho BB*der*i web aodacfously
enough. To escapo mlght bo
slmple.
The dirnor was slmply but well

served in a small dlning-room. Had
my altuatlon been leas serbms I
have felt aome humor at the ela:
deference shown me by oiy comj.an-
loas for the bon»nt of the two aervants
who waited on ua. Even Dr. Starva
foJlowod the lead of Madame de Var*

aler Tn aolemn If cynlcal obedleoce.
But dld Madame de Varuier balieva

aaa ao complalaant a fool, that. like
another Bottom. I was expected ia this
aaoderu Midsummor Nlght's Draam to
accept thia deferecce without quee-
tJon? I became more and more coav
vlneed that 8he did not. Once ahe
even referred to the events of the
nigbt before ln such a manner that 1
believ*Ml ber not ignorant of my true
condltlon. If 6he were persuaded that
I had been actlng a part then. that
would account for her confidence tn
expecting me to contlnue acf.ng that
part. It wouli' glve her encourage-
ment that I waa the wll'.ing tool ahe
looked for.
Aad auppose that she really belleved

that. dld ahe think that I expected no
reward? She had hinted that in aer/-
lag her ends I was to serve myself aa
well. But Madame de Varnier waa
not tha klnd of woman to believe that
a man would be allured by a promlae
ao vague. Then the reward?
She had protested that ahe had not

expected me to fall in love with h.»r.
She had protested that, but ln the
same breath she had confeased a balf-
r^eolre to bring me to her feet
aa aha exerted every charm of coquet-
ry she was gtving the He to h*
worda. Oh. the reward was obrioua
eaough. lf I chose to take lt.

- will smoke our oigarettws ln
my favorite niuslc room. Tou raust
h-ar Pr 3tarva play on the 'cello.
You have had the piano carefully

- '.. Jarqu^1
"All ls ln readinoss." replied the

servant. as h" M ». 1 can-
dlea.

Dr. Starva 1 baek his chalr
ear-r'y For the first time alnce I bad
- -. him his face lost somethlng of
Ha hflftvr ion.

- :>raetice."
I ¦with

Madame d- Varnlcr.ah, that ls worth
arbila
We wera ln th- | that

Madame do Varnier had d^scribed to
istically the day bafora.
with wax candles, paa>

alad ak to the relllnR. the
I waxed aa -d to a dazzling

lt was a rootn almost ba:
it ha rharm. Thcro
waa little fui nd of
the rcf>m was a row of carvd seats
bullt lnto tbe wall. Tbere were no

ea or ta
r blaz-

lng '

"The strlfe of U

l tbrow

light on »!

Once
lata the rnonl'

i

r drows
When !nelo-

dles . *.

It wjih tba luii b

a

shlnBj

a

."

f this
drea::
adventuress wl
me agalnst.

soemed to draw 1>.
1 vaguely, a i | was

adora' ..

myself that it was th-
Innocent girl. For a ¦ I waa
rontent to forxet the unple^
that was before ir

thea> in the garb of
humanity.
The s^rvant who had shown i

my rooms appoared at the door. let-
tan .* salvcr. I hold up my hand
warningly to him that he shoul
diaturb them. and motioned that ha
bring the letters to me. l£e dld so

;t either of the muslrlans notlc-
ing his entrance.
The sonata of Beethoven swopt to

Ita glorious climax. I started to my
feet to take the letters to Madame de
Varnier.

without a pausc I)r. S'arva be-
gan a tender romance. Ti.
sat at the piano, her hands falllng idly
to her Up.
Again she smtled across the room

at me. But now it was no 1
spontaneous. The lips hold aomething
of that indefinable cruelty of that
woman of the Renaissance made fa-
roous by Da Vlnoi. I frowned; I re-
fused to meet that smil»-
Then. as I looked down dellberatoly,

I felt myself turn pale. A shudder
convulsed me.

I waa ga/ing in horror at an en-
velope that bore the interdlcted stamp

:.Raria. the death r:
Dld she know the Rhastly siRnlfl-

cance of that double stamp? Waa ahe
one of t; ate band that had
doomed Ferdinand?

I resolvd to play a hazardous
rlment. I would tb stamp un-
der h( without warcing.
eummate ¦ h she was, she
would lind it d!:: repreaa 'a
tremor if r,ho were gmlty.

Dr. Starva'a head was still bent lov-
lngly over his cello. I reached tha
piano without diaturbing him.

I ateaad the lattara in front of
Madame do Varnlcr, the envelope that
bore the death niask on the top of the
llttlo pOa. I watchod her closely.
She took tho lettera oaralessly in

her hands. Tbe stamp at once ar-
raated her attention. She regardci lt
wlth a frank ouiioslty. 8he even
called my attention to it.

**It ia one of the new lasue." ahe

whfsaered. a* as a*t fo alaturb Dr.
Starva; an* centlau*d te aort b*r let-
ters. ¦

I was almoat eoavlac*d of ber lnno-
eeae*. but not ajulte. I bad yat my
.xferiment to play.
Sbe had opeaed on* ef th* lettera

aad was eagroaaed la its contenta. As
fer Dr. Starva. h« waa lost to tbe
w*rla.

I toek tbe envelope tbat bore tbe
myaUrious ayrabol, aad placlng lt ln
sueh a macner that th* death-mask
e*hUd b* most easily ae*n by th* wom-
an, I begaa to trace the llkeneas of
Prlac* Ferdiaaud, meanwhlle watea-
lng k*r latently.
H*r letter was short. Its meanina*

had excltod her straogely. For some
tim* ake was regardleas of aay actioa.
But preseatly she followed the mo-
Uona of my pencil aa I traoed the
eyea eleaed In deatb. tbe drooplag
aaoutk. aad the gaptng wound.

Btlll my pencil moved slowly but
earefully over the features of th*
.oomed prlnce. I began to thlnk I
aauat be raore explicit after all.
Aad tben her handa fell llfelesa oa

tha k*ys. Th* crash eckoed discord-
aatly la th* *mpty room. Dr. Starva

Hia Halry Hand Cloaed Over th*
Letter.

looked up In angry surprlse. Madame
»rnier had fatnted.

. »a shuffled rapidly to her
!:* shook her shouldor.

he cried, and
then he aa* -»r and its stanip.

face waa suddcnly
Hia harry hand closed a*

.M It rigld even in her aa
He ut:

with eraal stroncth. Now he
me with tho ausplcion and

w alaa*

arared.
irnier o;.

and
ious-

nesa.
I was quite <. now that she

had not been awar"

stamp Tli had
aaoa for tbe

that. Tl
with which

ana'ched tho la i her 1 if.
hand and had
my eouvU
were

to Dr B(
knowledge?

I tbink. an<i
fatlgue of the foara<

with

rva that she had

fled wltb her

gth of tbe room. his I
in thought; his lnferrwin<'d flt.
moving Bf
cern. Ma fully
avolded tnj But
I notl
enraged that she had sren the Ii
with
ahaj was aaxtoaa that bo aboald not

of the '¦¦

that bad <
the floor. Whea his back *
ahe aad i swiftly aad
ln the boaoaa of ber drr
Was the b was so eareful to

hlde from him merejy pararaialT Or
was Its rcofisage of niouvnt? If ao, lf
It were concerned with the strange
game these two were playlng. lt meaut
tbat attber mistrus her.

I welcomed such a possibility. That
fact might siraplify my own action.
At least lt sbowed that Ma.lame de
Varnier was not ahjectly tbe creature
of this infamous scoundrel.
The strained BHaatBTB was* happlly

rtlieved by tbe entranee of the
ant who had brought in tbe lettera.
Instinctively the three of us assumed
a certain unconcern, as ls the manner
of the world bofore servants.
He brouzht a card to Madame de

Varnk>r. She took lt from r

quietly, but her hand trembled aa ahe
read the name engraved on it.
We had all tl <rd that name

before. Its crlsp, Anglo-Saxon nomen-
clature gavo one tho impress*m of a
8trong. d«. aoaallty that pur-
sued, and yet pnraa
"Captam Reglnald Forbes!"
That was the name sbe read in a

low volce.

CHAPTER XVII.
Captain Forbes Intrudes.

There was a ailence lastlng severat
seconds. *'anlc waa wrltten on b.ith
their faees. Evidently thoy had 1
for no auch intruslon as this.above
all for no vtsltor ao Inconvenient aa
tho king'a measonarer. They had con-
iident! d a clear fit I
the executlon of their plans. That
they should have been traee<i to the
chateau so easily and ao quickly threw
them Into consternatlon. l>r. Starva
waa the flrat to recover hia presence
of rnind.
"Whom does be wish to see thls

time?" he demanded barshly.
"He aaks for his KxceHency, the

Engllah ambaasador," rvjiled the serv-
ant. looklng at me aakance. "Liut if
he ls engaged. or not well, he la anx-
loua to apeak with ma<)

At flrat I waa aurpriaed that the
man had not araaajbl (ba eard dlrect-
ly to myself. It waa atrango that be


